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Discovery trall

Welcome to the Old Ticket Office on Culhatation. We have produced these notes to help you discover some of the hidden
history of the station which may not be obvious at first glance. Please take time also to see not only the original felaitires
survive within the building but also our cattéon of original Great Western Railway memorabifanongst other items in the
collection aremodels, original tickets, publicity materials and timetable®gether with rule books for use by staff and old
photographs of the station. Should you have amg§da G A 2y as> 2NJ g2dzZ R ftA1S (2 1y26 Y2N
best to help.Our websiteis to be found atculhamstation.co.ukor culhamticketoffice.co.ukand it contains a wealth of
information and illustrationstogether with freedownloadable model sheets

We hope you enjoy your visit bdi askthat youread the notes at the foot of this pages they are important

A little bit of history

For several reasons the London to Bristol main line did not go through Oxford, but passed gouthewith stations at
Wallingford Road (Moulsford) an8iteventon. Stage coaches regularly travelled between Oxford and Steventon which was at
that time its nearest station. A number of schemes were proposed to connect Oxford to the GWR main line but met objections
from land owners and the University who were concerned that easy travel by rail would lead students lastt@42, at the

third attempt, approval was finally given to th@©xford Railway Comparigr a branch line between Didcot and Oxford. Finance
was provided by the GWR which absorbed the company by amalgamation enacted by the Great Western Railway Act of 1C
May 1844. This line was completed in 484eing built to the broad gauge of 7' 0%". It terminated at a station close to what is
now the junction of Western Road and Marlborough Road, yards south of the river and close to the city centre which wa
accessed via a toll bridge. The toll house stilhds on the city side of Folyidge.

The engineer in charge of the Didcot to Oxford branch was Isambard Kingdom Brunel and many of the bridges and stati
buildings were designed by him, including Culh@ire contractor for the line was William Chadwiklehad been the cotractor
responsible for the blding of thefamous railway bridge at Maidenheaslhich was opened in July 183Bor a short time
Chadwick based his operations at Radley &ftdlr it fell vacantin 1844following the sudden failure of a school which Hadsed

the buildingfrom its owner, Sir George Bowyaince 1819Interestingly,with the notable exception of those at Culhaail the
original station buildings on the lin@®idcot, Appleford and Oxford) were of timber constructi@ulham was for a number of
years the only intermediate station on the line as Appleford station closed after less than fiveojeme Conversion of the
whole Broad Gauge network to Standard Gauge (4' 8%2") was completed in NovE3Ti2er

[ dzf KI'Y &aidl A2y 2LSYSR 2y MHUK WdzyS wmynn & W! 6Ay3dRtBRg w2
2LISYyAy3a 2F GKS oNIyYyOK FNRY ! 6Ay3aAR2Yy WdzyOGAz2y ofl GSNI Of 24
w2l RQ ¢ l-usedfof aihlthipeNdd in 1908 to serve the village of South Hinksey. The old ticket office is all thas fmain
the original station buildings. The signal box (itself a replacement for the original one) was closed on 15th Februamtil961,
the old broad gauggoods shed and waiting room oriaform 1 being removed during 1972. The old footbridge wegsdaced

having been declared unsafe / dzf KI'Y A& 2yS 2F G(GKS 06Sad LINBaAaSNIBSR 2F . Nz
particular Tudor Revival design. It was given Grade II* listing by English Heritage on 20th May 1975.

Closirg to the public in the mid 19%) the building was let out to a number of different tenants. In 2003 it was the subject of
extensive renovation by Network Rail and sine@arly 2014 has been occupied by Entikera Ltttading as
Mpfineartprinting.co.uk Theticket office forms part of a group of contemporary structures which include the original brick road
ONARISSE (GKS wlAfglre Lyy o006dAfid Ay wmyncoX &23SGK SoNposier i K
Remnants of the siding which onserved the adjacent Royal Naval Air Station (HMS Hornbill), now Culham Science Centre, hav
almost all vanished. Traces of an estate road which once linked Nuneham House to the stasitiihvésible in places.

In September 1939 Culham became one of the designated reception stations @\ieLondon Evacuation Scheraed went
on toreceive around 4,000 evacuees.

Please note:

All visitors to the Ol@icketOffice do so at theiown risk no responsibility will be accepted Bntikera Ltdor any loss or injuriilowsoever caused
Members of the public amneot allowed onto the old Platform 2ipon which stands the Old Ticket Offi¢@e station itself isperational withmanytrains
passing throughout the day, so sensible care must be taken at all times to éotume® own safety and that of others. Childnawistalways be kept

under adult supervision.

Please do not touch or handle any of the medslthey are fragile. Silarly, many of theriginal GWR publicationi the collectiorare delicate and rare so|
please handléghemwith care.

' No public facilities of any type exist eithém the Old Ticket Office oat the station itself.

Access into the building and Waiting Room is through a wide doorway and up one small step. The door between hermanaffice is
however very narrow and not suitable for wheelchairs. It is possiloss between platformsep freeby means oftie old road bridge.
Caution should be exercised by anyone doing so as there are no footpaths and it is still open.to traffic
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where to findsome ofthe things we highlight in the following notes. The trail is only agsstion so feel free to explore.
However, please be aware of the dangers when visiting an operational railway stegioain vigilant when using the roads or

footpaths Yy R NB & LIS O

To Didcotry
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Station House

Signal box base
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Old buffer stop

7/

Old coal yard

Puzzling sign

) 1

To Oxford@
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Overbridge from 1844
Steps up to the old Abingdon Road
TheRailway Inn opened in 1846

GWR manhole cover

Station yard gatepost

LINE LIS NI &

Remnants of broad gauge bridge rail

Original casiron bridge supports
Bridge identification in miles & chains

The Old Ticket Officepened 13' June 1844

Original 1844 Rtform 2, closed in 1993

Start of road to Nuneham Park
Platform 1 for Oxfordlengthened in 1929

Wb SRatfbrm 2 for Didcot opened in 1993

Goods loading platform remains

Remants of RNAEulhamsiding
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The Old Ticket Office, Culham

To start the Discovery Trail we highliglome of the main featuresf the building itself.

Inside the Old Ticket Office

There are manytems of interest within the Old Ticket Office so take your time to have a good look round. Items on display
include models, reference books and original GWR timetables, publicity matetile Books and much moBue to safety
and securityconsiderations only the main Waiting Room and Ticket Office are open to the public

Fireplace ,
During cold weather you will find a roaring fire in the Waiting Room. The grate is very old, alth __4-,. |
probably not original, and has been much modified ovareti Heating arrangements seem to havf e
varied considerably since the station was first opened. Looking at old photographs there are sii
what look like stove flue pipes sticking out all over the roof. It seems probable that there was a - {|i#
intheStak 2y al &GSNRA hFFAOSET RSFAYyAGStE 2yS Ay
Room. The latter might have been to provide hot water. All stoves have long gone and little
remains to suggest where they once were.

See if you can spdhe remaining flue pipe sticking out from the roafhen you go ontdPatform 1.
Try to find themodelO2 I € g 32y WWdI &I, dtib Suppy cdalFoy ductire2 ¥/ K=

Counter tops and partitions
In the early daystickets were written out by handlheticket office would havéhad counters
like in a shopwith no barrier between staff and passengeabove the counter topsThe
cupboards and counter tops are all original from when the office opened in 1844, although
modern catches have been added in the past and missing drawer knobs repRagitions

N % were erected on top of the counters (you can see where they stick odénneath on the public
side) and mternal doors installed for security when printed tickets began to be used. These partitions were later extended i
to ceiling heightThe doors were made to fit the space available at the ends of the counters aard sausual sizes.
Can youind where one ofthe counter tqpswas cut away so the doorauld open?

Ticket window
It looks as if the ticket window wapen at firstwith a pointed arch at the top and a matchiny
sliding window to cover it. The thick glassems to be a later addition with the pointed arc
being filled in with a wood panel. The sliding window remains in situ and still works

Can you see where thigoor hasbeen worn away bypassengers waiting for their ticket?

Bullet hole
In August 1868 thre were several newspaper reports on an inquest held at the Railway Hotel (it seems to have been use
regularly for such purposes) into the accidental shooting of a young surgeon, Mr. John Robert Dunn whsisteas &s Mr.
Byas surgeon, of Dorchester. It would seem that he was about to leave on summer holiday and whilst waiting for his train he
was asked to shoot &roublesomecat by the landlord of the hotel. On returning the station staff
asked him how he had done it and havg the gun, a breech loading pistol, first to Henry Blythe the
Station Master and then to the porter, William Lynes. It went off in the porter's haitldl the bullet
ricocheting off the counteand fatally wounding the surgeon who died some hours la#ster the
shooting the portedaid the pistol on the counteMr Byastold the inquest| have seen the counter in
the office, where there is the mark of the ball having struck it before reaching the dece@kedlury

= returned a verdict of Accidental ddat
Can you find the mark where that fatal shot ricocheted from the counter?
Do you think the photograph above shows the margWe think it does.

Throughout the Victorian era there was no legal restriction to owning a dus.Gln Licence Act 8870required a person to
obtain a licencgfrom the Post Officeo carry a gun outside his own property for any reasdricence was not required to
actuallybuy a guruntil the PistolsAct of 1903 even then it only applied to handguns. The Firearms At®20 introduced wider
ranging restrictions.
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The Old Ticket Office, Culham

Edmondson ticket date pundas

Two Edmondson date punches from our memorabilia collection stand on the counter next to the ticket
window but are not operationaMarks on the counter top show where ones would have been fietk

date punch is open so you can see the ink ribbon and ratchet mechanism. The knurled knob holds dowr
the individual bits of metal type which would have to be changed each day to the cdatst

This system of dating pneumbered tickets was devised by Thome &
Edmondson, a trained cabinet maker, who became a station maste‘_‘

both faster and one which could be audited as the takings had to be reconciled against the S8

numbers of the unsold ticketst the end of each day. The tickets were printed on aard $ocks would have been kept stacked

: . —-in racks within a cabinet so that the next ticket in sequence could be taken from the

7 & . i . .

2 ﬁfgﬁ,ﬁfﬂ;ﬁmﬁﬁivfﬁ correct rack. Whilst stations held stocks of tickets for popular desitina and classes

£™, - other al'tlcles accomn:uued by Pa,ssengem . . . .

o g : of travel, blank tickets were also available for use when an appropriateinéd

ticket was not held at the issuing statiofickets were cancelled by special pliers
i L P i ¥ cutting a piece away.

m h,.mf”lif’ \}%ssk o Endiindicoress  1AVE YOUGOL your souvenir ticket yet?

Try it in one of thedate punches andhen cancel it like a Ticket Inspector.

& must be:given up on arrival

4@4

ﬂ CULHAM 10,

Second fireplace
One puzzling feature was the fact that there have always been two chimneys, the tall one bei
the Waiting Room, but what about the other? The answer was@l when a hidden fireplace wag
discovered in the main office. It was only revealed whenrotten hardboardcovering the floomwas
lifted exposing the stone hearth. Close examination of the wall panelling shows where the fire|
was removed and woodamelling was inserted to cover the hole. The fireplace must have been clq
up when the offices were first divided up by partitions as the door todhter office cuts across one
side of the hearth.

Can you see the hearth stone and trace the outline wédine panelling has been filled in?

Outside the Old Ticket Office

Before closing to the public, the outside of the building would have carried many posters advertising the varied destimations
services offered together with timetables. All tracestloése and the station nhame boards have long been eradicated but the
building still has a lot to tell us about its long life.

Many railway stations tended to be covered in enamel signs advertising everything from stegpand tobacco.Culhamwould
seemto be an exception as no photograph has come to light showing it displaying anything other than railway posters. This me
well be a result of the fact that Culham was used by the residents of, and visitors to, Nuneham House. Such visitor®ormanged f
diplomats, MPs, Princes and Princesses through to the reigning King

Read moreabout these visitoron our websitewhen you get home

Front door

CKAAa LIK2G§23INI LK akKz2ga (GKS o0y2g6 dzydzZaSRO R2210
years it wasused by the Station Master for his office. It serves to illustrate that any working builc g:
evolves over time. The glazing bars were cut down many years ago and the arched top filled in s E :
accommodate an opening ventilator. The main entrance danthe Waiting Room has receivec '7 i
similar treatment. The two doors which would have opened onto the platform were sealed uj;
number of years ago for safety. L ; 5 =
Which door has a letter box, and do you thinthe office would have had one before it closed? A y
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The Old Ticket Office, Culham

Pump

The Network Rail Corporate Archive kindly scanned in and made ava
to us several drawings and plans of the Old Ticket Office. One dated .
is particularly intriguing as it appears to show a hand pump in the cor.’
beside the Waiting Room door. Nphotographs have come to light:
showing one, but there is some evidence left which suggests there m
indeed have been a pump. The square grid beside the door is very sh
andbehindit is a small paving stone which could be the coveringluira B liie 5
hole. It is possible that a pump was used to fill one or more water tanks in the roof to provide a water
supply to the building befor¢he mains water supply was connected he water table is not very far
below track levelThere is a lead pipe emerging from the roof above which could have been the feed piptotagetank.

Do you think there could have been a pump here?

Post box
Recessed into the wall next to the main Waiting Room door is a post box. It carrieplibe @i King

name of W.T.Allen & Co London who were one of only two manufacturers at the time. This par
style of box was only made by them. Wall inset gostes were first introduced in 1857 so one wou
not have been present when the station first opened. It is not known whémxwas first installed,
but this one is still in use and there are regular collections made from this box.

When is the nextollection going to be made?

Graffiti

Idle hands are evidenced by the mass of graffiti carved into the stonework. Gi:
the right lighting conditions it is possible to make out the old names and date
fortunately very little has been added in moderimes. The care and attention
given to some of the names is quite impressive and they must have taken n’ =
hours to execute. There are a few dates carved into the stone to go with
names and this one is probably the earliéathilst not graffiti, the buding also
bears signs othe wear and teafrom more than a century of use where the corner stonework hasrbe.
bashed and worn away by the passage of innumerable luggage trolleys.

Wethink this dateaboveis 1878 but it could be 1858 can you find it aml what do you think?

Fake bricks
One interesting feature of the outside of the building is that the joints between the brick:if
built were disguised by being coloured and imitation mortar joints applied over the top. _
very precise illusion of brickwork does not rigidly follow theuattmortar courses beneath =
and from a distance the visual trickery is not apparent. It has been suggested that such 5w @
indicates a building of fine quality, and may well have been the result of outside influenc -~
it represents an unnecessary expensewbuld not be surprising if influence had bee!:

brought to bear as all the original station buildings at Oxford, Appleford and Didcot (Radley was a later addmon) wene, wood
onlythose at Culhanbeingbuilt of brick and stone.

Can you see how the briclese laid? They are not end to end as in more modern buildings, why do you think this is?

SoUUTTUUCIeevUovY ey Manhole cover

vavvvvvvvvvvvvvl
AN NS NN NN NV V|

V:g::\x::\x;\g;ﬁ:"q There are a number of manhole covers dotted around the station, several of them being relatively

?@ ; modern. If you look closely, just to the left of thieket office you will find this relic from Great
vovveve vy Western days. Judging from the typeface thigrobably dates from the 1930and is the only

gwy ﬁ”Yj.‘ vevvvvsvees  one we have found to be marked GWR.

Q00 Can you spot anything else with GWR on @please tell us if you do.
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The Old Ticket Office, Culham

Around the station

Using the sketch mayou canexplorefurther afield to find several gistly traces from days gone by.
Leaving the Old Ticket Offidest cross the forecourt.

Station House J
Opposite the ticket office is Station House which wasnfiany years the only buildin :
on this side of the station forecourt. Although often referred tola& S W{ G I G A
| 2 dzit ®a® not actually built until 1898 he house must have seen several differe;
occupiers in its time as a railway property, lorte of the longest would appear to bei
Mr CharkésLewisand his wife. Heetired in 1915after a total of 43 yearsf service as a
porter with the Great Western Railwathe last 40 of which were at Culhameand his §
wife were apprently living in StatiorHouse. Tiey did seem to live there for many

years thereafteras in1939 the Reading Mercury reported that thesere still living in Station House and had justebrated65
years of married lifeboth beingaged 87. Mr. Lewigrasunderstoodto be one of he oldest living retiredsWRmen at the time
The paper continugX A Wative of Faringdon, he is known all over tB&/Rsystem. He has livegt Culham for 60 year¥. He
retired during the Great War. Until recent years his hobby wadpgding. Thesereports suggest thathey must havdived in
Station House foat least 24 years

What do you think might have happened to all those pigs?

Gatepost

This heavy duty white gateost hides in the hedge opposite the ticket office and next to 'Statlonse’, complete

with one of its original gate hinge pins. At one time the station yard was separated from the forecourt by a large
white wooden double gate but this is all that remains. Just visible behind the gatepost is an old, but very
substantial, fece post. Such white gateposts were used on station yard gates around the GWR

Nuneham Park road

Just to the left of the white gatepost is where there once would have been a gate opening. .in
onto the private estate road leading to Nuneham Park and House. ghotograph was taken;
from the other side othe fence looking backlong the avenue of treedf one can imagine the;‘ 5
fence not being there, the viewer would be standing on the station forecourt ready to proc:
up towards Nuneham House. It is fun todgine it being thronged by the crowds of visitor
making their way to and from the Park when attending onehef fétes held there many year
ago. The estate roachas largely disappeared with just this short length still marked by
trees.Read more abdiuthe fétes and other comings and goingl®ng the road on our website
Whilst in the office, il you see thdramed page fromThe Graphiaated, July 28' 1872, illustrating one of thesefétes?

Signal box base

Turn roundand crossthe forecourt againo peer over the fence at the end of the oRfatform 2.

Here you will see a big patch in the surface and this is where the signal box once stood.

When first built, safe operation of the railway was overseen by Railway Police who monitored safety
and contolled traffic on a local basis. Together with Switchmen (or Pointsmen) who operated the
points (or switches) they may have been provided with a small box for shelter from the elements,
but there was no centralised collection of control equipment in theign& boxes as we would now
recognise them only started to appear when the fixed block method of controlling the flow of rail
traffic was adopted and technology became available to allow for the remote control of signals and
| telegraphic communication wasedeloped.

Culham signal box was opened in late 1874 and it remained in use until it was replaced by a new one in 1953. This &der one |
a much shorter life being closed on"lEebruary 1961 and demolished in the 1970s

Did you know that the nickname fai A Ay | f Y Sy ¢ doing$on2tided drigiria® Railway Policemen?
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Nowwander dowreitherthe lane besid&atform 2 or carefully down Platform 2 itself

RNASCulhamsiding

A Royal Navy abbasewas developed next to Culham station aitcbpened on 1st November 1944,
Most of the estate road between Culham station and Nuneham Park was eradicated by the
construction of the basevhich also led to thaliversion of Thame Landts official name was RNAS
Culham (or HMS$lornbil) and was originajl an aircraft receipt and despatch unit. It was reputed to be
the Navy establishment most remote from the sea. Various activities took place there until it closed on
30th September 195Beingthen used as an Admiralty storage facility. Eventually taken over by the UK
Atomic Energy Authority in 1960, it became known as the Culham Laboratory and now continues as
Culham Science Centamd Culham Number dite. Our interest lies in the fact that a sidj was laid to
serve the base. This was not connected directly to the main running line, but ran off the cattle dock
siding.
At the end of the lane g&ery short section of track remaimsnbedded in concrete alongsidéaBorm 2.

Probably it was not worthhte effort digging it upwhen the siding was liftedNetwork Railuse the land beyondas a hard

materials storage areand it is therefore closed to public access. One end of the tradieriminated by the replacement

Patform 2 which was built in 1993. Ttegher end just enters the Network Rail site and abruptly stops with a clump of trees

growing on theold trackbed.In 2017 ,Network Railaid a new power supply anihstalled modernsignal control equipment in a

new building hidden behind the trees.

Planning approval was obtained durin@26 for Network Rail to extenddforms 1 and 2 towards Oxford so that longer trains

could stop at Culham. This would probably mean that the last remains of the rail connection tacCRMaASwill disappear for

good although building the extensions has been put back until the line is electgfigtenever that actually happens.

Thame Landridge

Just visible as the tracks curve away towards Oxford is ThameRidge (It might be

easier to see from the slightlyigher vantage point at the end of IBtform 2). This

bridge,which was listed a€rade Il status on 17July 2012 proved problematidor the

electrification project A few years before it was listed Network Rail had thought about

replacing it with a brand new bridge, but no action was taken. When the electrification

project came along it was found that there was not enough clearance underneath it for

the overhead wies and first thoughts were to take it down and rebuild it at a higher

level. That plan was abandoned in favour of lowering the tracks instead. The Thame

LaneBridge and theAbingdon Roadverbridge, whilst both being original from when the line opened844, have different
shaped arches.

The listinghighlights this differencegdescribng the bridges thusThame Lane Bridge is an unusual form, being one of a small
number of flying segmental arch road bridges designed under Brunel on early GWR lineghAttrmmon nationally, single
arch bridges are less common than the larger triple arch bridges on GWR lines. This is one of a small number thatthervive on
DidcotOxford line and of these Appleford Bridge and Culham Bridge are the standaretligatioal form usually favoured by
Brunel.

Justbeyondthe hridge a footpath crosses the lind.is still in use, bulNetwork Rail would like to close it for obvious reasons.
Approachedovera styleat the top of a steep slope on either side, the crossirgpigntially dangerous as trains can pass at high
speed and the tracks curyeeducing visibilityTrainsmustg KA & 4t S a4 G KS@ Llladthe ofl\KpfotedddnQ o 2 | |
Can you hear trainsoundingtheir warning?

Puzzling sign

Glancing up at the end d¢fatform 2, you might notice a small square sign on a short metal post. Théasigs
towards Didcot ands blackhavinga largewhite number W@ ¢ A (i K @& Stop@uad€Reath This was
installed in the summer of 2018 anddicates where the driver of a three coach train must stop. This may seem
strange as the train woultave tobe going the wrong waglong the ling but the reason can be found near the
end of the trail notes.

DoesPlatform 1 have a similar sign at th&8rongCend of the platform?

Can you spot any other signs along the platforms telling drivers where they should stop theirzrain
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