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Discovery trail 
 

Welcome to the Old Ticket Office on Culham station. We have produced these notes to help you discover some of the hidden 

history of the station which may not be obvious at first glance. Please take time also to see not only the original features which 

survive within the building but also our collection of original Great Western Railway memorabilia. Amongst other items in the 

collection are models, original tickets, publicity materials and timetables, together with rule books for use by staff and old 

photographs of the station. Should you have any qǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƻǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƳƻǊŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ Řƻ ƻǳǊ 

best to help. Our website is to be found at culhamstation.co.uk or culhamticketoffice.co.uk and it contains a wealth of 

information and illustrations, together with free downloadable model sheets. 
 

We hope you enjoy your visit but do ask that you read the notes at the foot of this page as they are important. 
 

A little bit of history 
For several reasons the London to Bristol main line did not go through Oxford, but passed to the south with stations at 
Wallingford Road (Moulsford) and Steventon. Stage coaches regularly travelled between Oxford and Steventon which was at 
that time its nearest station. A number of schemes were proposed to connect Oxford to the GWR main line but met objections 
from land owners and the University who were concerned that easy travel by rail would lead students astray. In 1842, at the 
third attempt, approval was finally given to the Oxford Railway Company for a branch line between Didcot and Oxford. Finance 
was provided by the GWR which absorbed the company by amalgamation enacted by the Great Western Railway Act of 10th 
May 1844. This line was completed in 1844 being built to the broad gauge of 7' 0¼". It terminated at a station close to what is 
now the junction of Western Road and Marlborough Road, yards south of the river and close to the city centre which was 
accessed via a toll bridge. The toll house still stands on the city side of Folly Bridge. 
 

The engineer in charge of the Didcot to Oxford branch was Isambard Kingdom Brunel and many of the bridges and station 
buildings were designed by him, including Culham. The contractor for the line was William Chadwick. He had been the contractor 
responsible for the building of the famous railway bridge at Maidenhead which was opened in July 1839. For a short time 
Chadwick based his operations at Radley Hall after it fell vacant in 1844 following the sudden failure of a school which had leased 
the building from its owner, Sir George Bowyer, since 1819. Interestingly, with the notable exception of those at Culham, all the 
original station buildings on the line (Didcot, Appleford and Oxford) were of timber construction. Culham was for a number of 
years the only intermediate station on the line as Appleford station closed after less than five years of use. Conversion of the 
whole Broad Gauge network to Standard Gauge (4' 8½") was completed in November 1872. 
 

/ǳƭƘŀƳ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƻƴ мнǘƘ WǳƴŜ мупп ŀǎ Ψ!ōƛƴƎŘƻƴ wƻŀŘΩ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜƴŀƳŜŘ Ψ/ǳƭƘŀƳΩ ƻƴ нƴŘ WǳƴŜ мурс ƻƴ the 
ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƴŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ !ōƛƴƎŘƻƴ WǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ όƭŀǘŜǊ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōȅ wŀŘƭŜȅ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴύ ǘƻ !ōƛƴƎŘƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ Ψ!ōƛƴƎŘƻƴ 
wƻŀŘΩ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǊŜ-used for a halt opened in 1908 to serve the village of South Hinksey. The old ticket office is all that remains of 
the original station buildings. The signal box (itself a replacement for the original one) was closed on 15th February 1961, with 
the old broad gauge goods shed and waiting room on Platform 1 being removed during 1972. The old footbridge was replaced 
having been declared unsafeΦ /ǳƭƘŀƳ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƻŦ .ǊǳƴŜƭΩǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 
particular Tudor Revival design. It was given Grade II* listing by English Heritage on 20th May 1975. 
 

Closing to the public in the mid 1970s, the building was let out to a number of different tenants. In 2003 it was the subject of 
extensive renovation by Network Rail and since early 2014 has been occupied by Entikera Ltd. trading as 
Mpfineartprinting.co.uk. The ticket office forms part of a group of contemporary structures which include the original brick road 
ōǊƛŘƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ Lƴƴ όōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ мупсύΣ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƘŀƳŜ [ŀƴŜ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ opposite. 
Remnants of the siding which once served the adjacent Royal Naval Air Station (HMS Hornbill), now Culham Science Centre, have 
almost all vanished. Traces of an estate road which once linked Nuneham House to the station are still visible in places. 
 

In September 1939 Culham became one of the designated reception stations in the GWR London Evacuation Scheme, and went 
on to receive around 4,000 evacuees. 

  

Some graffiti from  

Please note: 
 

All visitors to the Old Ticket Office do so at their own risk, no responsibility will be accepted by Entikera Ltd for any loss or injury howsoever caused. 
Members of the public are not allowed onto the old Platform 2 upon which stands the Old Ticket Office. The station itself is operational with many trains 
passing throughout the day, so sensible care must be taken at all times to ensure both oneΩs own safety and that of others. Children must always be kept 

under adult supervision. 
 

Please do not touch or handle any of the models as they are fragile. Similarly, many of the original GWR publications in the collection are delicate and rare so 

please handle them with care. 
  

No public facilities of any type exist either in the Old Ticket Office or at the station itself. 
Access into the building and Waiting Room is through a wide doorway and up one small step. The door between here and the inner office is 
however very narrow and not suitable for wheelchairs. It is possible to cross between platforms step free by means of the old road bridge. 

Caution should be exercised by anyone doing so as there are no footpaths and it is still open to traffic. 
 



The Old Ticket Office, Culham 
 

Copyright © C.Taylor, 2019. All rights reserved.  Page 2 

 

Lǘ ƛǎ Ŧǳƴ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƪŜǘŎƘ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǿƛng 
where to find some of the things we highlight in the following notes. The trail is only a suggestion so feel free to explore. 
However, please be aware of the dangers when visiting an operational railway station, remain vigilant when using the roads or 
footpaths ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎΩ ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ. 

 

  
Remnants of broad gauge bridge rail 

 

Overbridge from 1844 

Steps up to the old Abingdon Road 

The Railway Inn opened in 1846 

 

Original cast iron bridge supports 

Bridge identification in miles & chains 

 

GWR manhole cover 

 

Station House 

 

The Old Ticket Office, opened 12th June 1844 

 

Signal box base 

 

 

Original 1844 Platform 2, closed in 1993 

 

Station yard gatepost 

 

Start of road to Nuneham Park 

 

Platform 1 for Oxford, lengthened in 1920s 

 

ΨbŜǿΩ Platform 2 for Didcot, opened in 1993  

 

Old buffer stop 

Goods loading platform remains 

 

Old coal yard 

 

 

Remnants of RNAS Culham siding 

Puzzling sign 

To Didcot ҧ 

To Oxford Ҩ 
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To start the Discovery Trail we highlight some of the main features of the building itself. 
 

Inside the Old Ticket Office 
 

There are many items of interest within the Old Ticket Office so take your time to have a good look round. Items on display 

include models, reference books and original GWR timetables, publicity material, Rule Books and much more. Due to safety 
and security considerations only the main Waiting Room and Ticket Office are open to the public. 

 

Fireplace  
During cold weather you will find a roaring fire in the Waiting Room. The grate is very old, although 

probably not original, and has been much modified over time. Heating arrangements seem to have 

varied considerably since the station was first opened. Looking at old photographs there are signs of 

what look like stove flue pipes sticking out all over the roof. It seems probable that there was a stove 

in the Statƛƻƴ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΣ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ŀŘƛŜǎϥ ²ŀƛǘƛƴƎ 

Room. The latter might have been to provide hot water. All stoves have long gone and little trace 

remains to suggest where they once were. 

See if you can spot the remaining flue pipe sticking out from the roof when you go onto Platform 1. 

Try to find the model Ŏƻŀƭ ǿŀƎƻƴ ΨWΦIΦIǳǘǘ ϧ {ƻƴǎΩ ƻŦ /ƘƻƭǎŜȅ, who supply coal for our fire. 

 

Counter tops and partitions 
In the early days, tickets were written out by hand. The ticket office would have had counters 

like in a shop, with no barrier between staff and passengers above the counter tops. The 

cupboards and counter tops are all original from when the office opened in 1844, although 

modern catches have been added in the past and missing drawer knobs replaced. Partitions 

were erected on top of the counters (you can see where they stick out underneath on the public 

side) and internal doors installed for security when printed tickets began to be used. These partitions were later extended in turn 

to ceiling height. The doors were made to fit the space available at the ends of the counters and so are unusual sizes. 

Can you find where one of the counter tops was cut away so the door could open? 

 

Ticket window 
It looks as if the ticket window was open at first with a pointed arch at the top and a matching 

sliding window to cover it. The thick glass seems to be a later addition with the pointed arch 

being filled in with a wood panel. The sliding window remains in situ and still works. 

Can you see where the floor has been worn away by passengers waiting for their ticket? 

 

Bullet hole 
In August 1868 there were several newspaper reports on an inquest held at the Railway Hotel (it seems to have been used 
regularly for such purposes) into the accidental shooting of a young surgeon, Mr. John Robert Dunn who was assistant to Mr. 
Byas, surgeon, of Dorchester. It would seem that he was about to leave on summer holiday and whilst waiting for his train he 

was asked to shoot a troublesome cat by the landlord of the hotel. On returning the station staff 
asked him how he had done it and he gave the gun, a breech loading pistol, first to Henry Blythe the 
Station Master and then to the porter, William Lynes. It went off in the porter's hand with the bullet 
ricocheting off the counter and fatally wounding the surgeon who died some hours later. After the 
shooting the porter laid the pistol on the counter. Mr Byas told the inquest 'I have seen the counter in 
the office, where there is the mark of the ball having struck it before reaching the deceased.' The Jury 
returned a verdict of Accidental death. 

Can you find the mark where that fatal shot ricocheted from the counter? 
Do you think the photograph above shows the mark? ς we think it does. 
 

Throughout the Victorian era there was no legal restriction to owning a gun. The Gun Licence Act of 1870 required a person to 

obtain a licence (from the Post Office) to carry a gun outside his own property for any reason. A licence was not required to 

actually buy a gun until the Pistols Act of 1903, even then it only applied to handguns. The Firearms Act of 1920 introduced wider 

ranging restrictions.  
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Edmondson ticket date punches 
Two Edmondson date punches from our memorabilia collection stand on the counter next to the ticket 

window but are not operational. Marks on the counter top show where ones would have been fixed. One 

date punch is open so you can see the ink ribbon and ratchet mechanism. The knurled knob holds down 

the individual bits of metal type which would have to be changed each day to the correct date.  

 

This system of dating pre-numbered tickets was devised by Thomas 

Edmondson, a trained cabinet maker, who became a station master on 

the Newcastle and Carlisle Railway. Previously, railway companies had 

used handwritten tickets, but it was laborious for a ticket clerk to write 

out a ticket for each passenger. He devised a complete system using pre-printed tickets that was 

both faster and one which could be audited as the takings had to be reconciled against the serial 

numbers of the unsold tickets at the end of each day. The tickets were printed on card and stocks would have been kept stacked 

in racks within a cabinet so that the next ticket in sequence could be taken from the 

correct rack. Whilst stations held stocks of tickets for popular destinations and classes 

of travel, blank tickets were also available for use when an appropriate pre-printed 

ticket was not held at the issuing station. Tickets were cancelled by special pliers 

cutting a piece away. 

Have you got your souvenir ticket yet? 

Try it in one of the date punches and then cancel it like a Ticket Inspector. 

 

Second fireplace 
One puzzling feature was the fact that there have always been two chimneys, the tall one being for 

the Waiting Room, but what about the other? The answer was found when a hidden fireplace was 

discovered in the main office. It was only revealed when old rotten hardboard covering the floor was 

lifted exposing the stone hearth. Close examination of the wall panelling shows where the fireplace 

was removed and wood panelling was inserted to cover the hole. The fireplace must have been closed 

up when the offices were first divided up by partitions as the door to the outer office cuts across one 

side of the hearth. 

Can you see the hearth stone and trace the outline where the panelling has been filled in? 

 

Outside the Old Ticket Office 
 

Before closing to the public, the outside of the building would have carried many posters advertising the varied destinations and 

services offered together with timetables. All traces of these and the station name boards have long been eradicated but the 

building still has a lot to tell us about its long life. 

 

Many railway stations tended to be covered in enamel signs advertising everything from soap to tea and tobacco.  Culham would 

seem to be an exception as no photograph has come to light showing it displaying anything other than railway posters. This may 

well be a result of the fact that Culham was used by the residents of, and visitors to, Nuneham House. Such visitors ranged from 

diplomats, MPs, Princes and Princesses through to the reigning King. 

Read more about these visitors on our website when you get home. 

 

Front door 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ όƴƻǿ ǳƴǳǎŜŘύ ŘƻƻǊ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ tŀǊŎŜƭǎΩ hŦŦƛŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜǊ 

years it was used by the Station Master for his office. It serves to illustrate that any working building 

evolves over time. The glazing bars were cut down many years ago and the arched top filled in so as to 

accommodate an opening ventilator. The main entrance door to the Waiting Room has received 

similar treatment. The two doors which would have opened onto the platform were sealed up a 

number of years ago for safety. 

Which door has a letter box, and do you think the office would have had one before it closed?  
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Pump 

The Network Rail Corporate Archive kindly scanned in and made available 

to us several drawings and plans of the Old Ticket Office. One dated 1935 

is particularly intriguing as it appears to show a hand pump in the corner 

beside the Waiting Room door. No photographs have come to light 

showing one, but there is some evidence left which suggests there might 

indeed have been a pump. The square grid beside the door is very shallow 

and behind it is a small paving stone which could be the covering of a bore 

hole. It is possible that a pump was used to fill one or more water tanks in the roof to provide a water 

supply to the building before the mains water supply was connected as the water table is not very far 

below track level. There is a lead pipe emerging from the roof above which could have been the feed pipe to a storage tank. 

Do you think there could have been a pump here? 

 

Post box  
Recessed into the wall next to the main Waiting Room door is a post box. It carries the cipher of King 

George VI who was King from December 1936 until his death in 1952. The box bears the makerΩs 

name of W.T.Allen & Co London who were one of only two manufacturers at the time. This particular 

style of box was only made by them. Wall inset post boxes were first introduced in 1857 so one would 

not have been present when the station first opened. It is not known when a box was first installed, 

but this one is still in use and there are regular collections made from this box. 

When is the next collection going to be made? 

 

Graffiti 
Idle hands are evidenced by the mass of graffiti carved into the stonework. Given 

the right lighting conditions it is possible to make out the old names and dates ς 

fortunately very little has been added in modern times. The care and attention 

given to some of the names is quite impressive and they must have taken many 

hours to execute. There are a few dates carved into the stone to go with the 

names and this one is probably the earliest. Whilst not graffiti, the building also 

bears signs of the wear and tear from more than a century of use where the corner stonework has been 

bashed and worn away by the passage of innumerable luggage trolleys.  

We think this date above is 1878 but it could be 1858 ς can you find it and what do you think? 

 

Fake bricks 
One interesting feature of the outside of the building is that the joints between the bricks as 

built were disguised by being coloured and imitation mortar joints applied over the top. This 

very precise illusion of brickwork does not rigidly follow the actual mortar courses beneath 

and from a distance the visual trickery is not apparent. It has been suggested that such work 

indicates a building of fine quality, and may well have been the result of outside influence as 

it represents an unnecessary expense. It would not be surprising if influence had been 

brought to bear as all the original station buildings at Oxford, Appleford and Didcot (Radley was a later addition) were wooden, 

only those at Culham being built of brick and stone. 

Can you see how the bricks are laid? They are not end to end as in more modern buildings, why do you think this is? 

 

Manhole cover 
There are a number of manhole covers dotted around the station, several of them being relatively 

modern. If you look closely, just to the left of the ticket office you will find this relic from Great 

Western days. Judging from the typeface this one probably dates from the 1930s and is the only 

one we have found to be marked GWR. 

Can you spot anything else with GWR on it? ς please tell us if you do. 
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Around the station 
 

Using the sketch map you can explore further afield to find several ghostly traces from days gone by. 

Leaving the Old Ticket Office, first cross the forecourt. 
 

Station House 
Opposite the ticket office is Station House which was for many years the only building 

on this side of the station forecourt. Although often referred to as ǘƘŜ Ψ{ǘŀǘƛƻƴ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 

IƻǳǎŜΩ it was not actually built until 1898. The house must have seen several different 

occupiers in its time as a railway property, but one of the longest would appear to be 

Mr Charles Lewis and his wife. He retired in 1915 after a total of 43 years of service as a 

porter with the Great Western Railway, the last 40 of which were at Culham, he and his 

wife were apparently living in Station House. They did seem to live there for many 

years thereafter as in 1939 the Reading Mercury reported that they were still living in Station House and had just celebrated 65 

years of married life, both being aged 87. Mr. Lewis was understood to be one of the oldest living retired GWR men at the time. 

The paper continuedΧ ΨA native of Faringdon, he is known all over the GWR system. He has lived at Culham for 60 years, Χ. He 

retired during the Great War. Until recent years his hobby was pig breeding.' These reports suggest that they must have lived in 

Station House for at least 24 years. 

What do you think might have happened to all those pigs? 

 

Gate post  
This heavy duty white gate post hides in the hedge opposite the ticket office and next to 'Station House', complete 

with one of its original gate hinge pins. At one time the station yard was separated from the forecourt by a large 

white wooden double gate but this is all that remains. Just visible behind the gatepost is an old, but very 

substantial, fence post. Such white gateposts were used on station yard gates around the GWR. 

 

Nuneham Park road 
Just to the left of the white gatepost is where there once would have been a gate opening up 

onto the private estate road leading to Nuneham Park and House. This photograph was taken 

from the other side of the fence looking back along the avenue of trees. If one can imagine the 

fence not being there, the viewer would be standing on the station forecourt ready to proceed 

up towards Nuneham House. It is fun to imagine it being thronged by the crowds of visitors 

making their way to and from the Park when attending one of the fêtes held there many years 

ago. The estate road has largely disappeared with just this short length still marked by the 

trees. Read more about the fêtes and other comings and goings along the road on our website. 

Whilst in the office, did you see the framed page from The Graphic dated, July 20
th

 1872, illustrating one of these fêtes? 

  

Signal box base 
Turn round and cross the forecourt again to peer over the fence at the end of the old Platform 2. 

Here you will see a big patch in the surface and this is where the signal box once stood. 

When first built, safe operation of the railway was overseen by Railway Police who monitored safety 

and controlled traffic on a local basis. Together with Switchmen (or Pointsmen) who operated the 

points (or switches) they may have been provided with a small box for shelter from the elements, 

but there was no centralised collection of control equipment in them. Signal boxes as we would now 

recognise them only started to appear when the fixed block method of controlling the flow of rail 

traffic was adopted and technology became available to allow for the remote control of signals and 

telegraphic communication was developed. 

Culham signal box was opened in late 1874 and it remained in use until it was replaced by a new one in 1953. This later one had 

a much shorter life being closed on 15
th
 February 1961 and demolished in the 1970s. 

Did you know that the nickname for ǎƛƎƴŀƭƳŜƴ ǿŀǎ Ψ.ƻōōƛŜǎΩ, coming from their origin as Railway Policemen? 
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Now wander down either the lane beside Platform 2 or carefully down Platform 2 itself. 
 

RNAS Culham siding 
A Royal Navy air base was developed next to Culham station and it opened on 1st November 1944. 
Most of the estate road between Culham station and Nuneham Park was eradicated by the 
construction of the base which also led to the diversion of Thame Lane. Its official name was RNAS 
Culham (or HMS Hornbill) and was originally an aircraft receipt and despatch unit. It was reputed to be 
the Navy establishment most remote from the sea. Various activities took place there until it closed on 
30th September 1953 being then used as an Admiralty storage facility. Eventually taken over by the UK 
Atomic Energy Authority in 1960, it became known as the Culham Laboratory and now continues as 
Culham Science Centre and Culham Number 1 site. Our interest lies in the fact that a siding was laid to 
serve the base. This was not connected directly to the main running line, but ran off the cattle dock 
siding. 
At the end of the lane a very short section of track remains embedded in concrete alongside Platform 2. 

Probably it was not worth the effort digging it up when the siding was lifted. Network Rail use the land beyond as a hard 
materials storage area and it is therefore closed to public access. One end of the track is terminated by the replacement 
Platform 2 which was built in 1993. The other end just enters the Network Rail site and abruptly stops with a clump of trees 
growing on the old trackbed. In 2017, Network Rail laid a new power supply and installed modern signal control equipment in a 
new building hidden behind the trees. 
Planning approval was obtained during 2016 for Network Rail to extend Platforms 1 and 2 towards Oxford so that longer trains 
could stop at Culham. This would probably mean that the last remains of the rail connection to RNAS Culham will disappear for 
good, although building the extensions has been put back until the line is electrified ς whenever that actually happens. 
 

Thame Lane Bridge 
Just visible as the tracks curve away towards Oxford is Thame Lane Bridge (It might be 
easier to see from the slightly higher vantage point at the end of Platform 2). This 
bridge, which was listed as Grade II status on 17

th
 July 2012, proved problematic for the 

electrification project. A few years before it was listed Network Rail had thought about 
replacing it with a brand new bridge, but no action was taken. When the electrification 
project came along it was found that there was not enough clearance underneath it for 
the overhead wires and first thoughts were to take it down and rebuild it at a higher 
level. That plan was abandoned in favour of lowering the tracks instead. The Thame 
Lane Bridge and the Abingdon Road overbridge, whilst both being original from when the line opened in 1844, have different 
shaped arches. 
The listing highlights this difference, describing the bridges thus: Thame Lane Bridge is an unusual form, being one of a small 
number of flying segmental arch road bridges designed under Brunel on early GWR lines. Although common nationally, single 
arch bridges are less common than the larger triple arch bridges on GWR lines. This is one of a small number that survive on the 
Didcot-Oxford line and of these Appleford Bridge and Culham Bridge are the standard, semi-elliptical form usually favoured by 
Brunel. 
 
Just beyond the bridge a footpath crosses the line. It is still in use, but Network Rail would like to close it for obvious reasons. 
Approached over a style at the top of a steep slope on either side, the crossing is potentially dangerous as trains can pass at high 
speed and the tracks curve, reducing visibility. Trains must ǿƘƛǎǘƭŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ²Ω ōƻŀǊŘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ are the only protection. 
Can you hear trains sounding their warning? 

 

Puzzling sign 
Glancing up at the end of Platform 2, you might notice a small square sign on a short metal post. The sign faces 
towards Didcot and is black having a large white number ΨоΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ Ψ/ar stopΩ underneath. This was 
installed in the summer of 2018 and indicates where the driver of a three coach train must stop. This may seem 
strange as the train would have to be going the wrong way along the line, but the reason can be found near the 
end of the trail notes. 
Does Platform 1 have a similar sign at the ΨwrongΩ end of the platform? 
Can you spot any other signs along the platforms telling drivers where they should stop their train? 

  


